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In the claims: 

1. (currently amended) A method for maintaining connection between a first endpoint node 
and a second endpoint node in a computer network comprising: 

placing the connection between the first endpoint node and the second endpoint node in a 
persist state , the first endpoint node being one endpoint of the connection and the second 
endpoint node being another endpoint of the connection, wherein the second endpoint node is a 
node with which the first endpoint node ultimately desires to be connected ; 

placing the second endpoint node in an inactive stat e, such that the second endpoint node 
does not attempt to send any data to the first endpoint node while in the inactive state ; 

rebooting the first endpoint node, such that the connection between the first endpoint node 
and the second endpoint node is maintained due to the connection being in the persist state and 
the second endpoint node being in the inactive state; and 

reconnecting the first endpoint node and the second endpoint node. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising , where the second 
endpoint node is no longer in the inactive state : 

repetitively polling the second first endpoint node by the fifst second endpoint node; and 
responding by a third node acting as an agent on behalf of the oocond first endpoint node 
to the polls. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

requesting by the seeend first endpoint node that the fi^st second endpoint node keep the 
connection open for a predetermined amount of time; and 

maintaining the connection for that predetermined amount of time. 



PACE 4/8 * RCVD AT 8^28/2004 12:56:00 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:(425)563-2098 



* DURATION (mm-SS):03-14 



To: central rax Number USPTO @ 703-87 From: Michael Dryja 



Via MaxEmail Pg 5/ 8 98-27-64 11:57 PM C 



Kashyap 

Serial no. 09/753,267 
Filed 12/29/2000 

Attorney docket no. BEA9-2000-0010-US I 



Page 3 



4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising activating a connection 
between [[a]] the first endpoint node and a fourth node during a shutdown rebooting of the first 
endpoint node. 

5. (original) The method of claim I , wherein the network utilizes UDP protocol. 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the first endpoint node is a mobile 
node. A me thod for maintain i ng a conn e ction b e tw ee n a nod e and a n e twork, comprising : 
requesting an agent to respond on bohalf of tho node; 

providing connection information to th e agent, and 

placing th e nod e in an inactiv e stat e . 

7. -8. (cancelled) 

9. (currently amended) A system for maintaining connection between a first endpoint node 
and a second node endpoint in a computer network, comprising; 

means for placing the connection between the first endpoint node and the second endpoint 
node in a persist state, in which the first node repetitiv e ly poll s the second node the first endpoint 
node being one endpoint of the connection and the second endpoint node being another endpoint 
of the connection, wherein the second endpoint node is a node with which the first endpoint node 
ultimately desires to be connected : 

moans for responding by third node on behalf of the second node to the poll s , auch that 
the first nod e maintain s th e conn e ction; and 

means for placing the second node in an inactive state , such that the second endpoint node 
does not attempt to send any data to the first endpoint node while in the inactive state ; 

means for rebooting the first endpoint node, such that the connection between the first 
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endpoint node and the second endpoint node is maintained due to the connection beiim in the 
persist state and the second endpoint node being in the inactive state; and 

means for reconnecting the first endpoint node and the second endpoint node . 

10. (currently amended) The system of claim 9, further comprising: 
means for reactivating the second endpoint node; and 

means for reactivating the connection between the second endpoint node and the first 
endpoint node. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The system of claim 9, further comprising a means for creating 
(activating) a connection between a the first endpoint node and a fourth node during a shutdown 
of the first endpoint node. 

12. (currently amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the network utilizes UDP protocol 
A system for maintaining connection between a node and a computer n e twork comprising: 
m e ans for requesting an agent to r e spond on b e half of the node; 



moans for placing th e nod e in an inactive state 

13. (currently amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the first endpoint node is a mobile 
node. The system of claim 12, further comprising: mean s for reactivating the node; and means for 
requesting the agent to stop responding on behalf of the node. 

14. (currently amended) The system of claim 9, further comprising means for repetitively 
polling the first endpoint node by the second endpoint node where the second endpoint node is no 
longer in the inactive state. Th e syst e m of claim 12 , wh e r e in th e node is mobile. 





<l 1 1 IclLivvi 
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1 5. (currently amended) An article for maintaining connection between a first endpoint node 
and a second endpoint node in a computer network system comprising: 

a computer readable signal bearing medium; 

means in the medium for placing the connection between the first node and the second 
node in a persist state, in which the first node repetitively poll s tho second node the first endpoint 
node being one en dpoint of the connection and the second endpoint node being another endpoint 
node of the connection, wherein the second endpoint node is a node with which the first endpoint 
node ultimately desires to be connected : 

m e ans in the medium for r e sponding by third nod e on behalf of the second nod e to tho 

means in the medium for placing the second node in an inactive state , such that the second 
endpoint node does not attempt to send any data to the first endpoint node while in the inactive 
state; 

means in the medium for rebooting the first endpoint node, such that the connection 
between the first e ndpoint node and the second endpoint node is maintained due to the connection 
being in the persist state and the second endpoint node being in the inactive state; and 

means for reconnecting the first endpoint node and the second endpoint node . 

16, (currently amended) The article of claim 1 5, further comprising; 
means in the medium for reactivating the second endpoint node; and 

means in the medium for reactivating the connection between the second endpoint node 
and the first endpoint node. 
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17. (currently amended) The article of claim 15, further comprising means in the medium for 
activating a connection between the first endpoint node and a fourth node during a shutdown of 
the first endpoint node. 

18. (currently amended) The article of claim 1 5, wherein the network utilizes UDP protocol. 
An article for maintaining connection between q node and a computer network comprising: 
a computer readable signal bearing medium; 

mea ns in th e m e d i um for r e qu e sting an ag e nt to r e spond on b e half of th e nod e ; 

means in th e m e dium for providing or transferring connection information to the agent; 

and 

me ans in th e m e dium for p la cing th e nod e in an inactiv e stat e , 

19. (currently amended) The article of claim 15. wherein the first endpoint node is a mobile 



means in th e medium for reactivating the node; and 

m e ans in th e m e dium for requesting th e ag e nt to stop responding on behalf of the node. 

20. (currently amended) The article of claim 4S 15 ? wherein the medium is selected from the 
group consisting of: a recordable data storage medium; and a modulated carrier signal. 
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